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POTATO MARKETING CORPORATION — WARE POTATO SUPPLY CHAIN REPORT 

662. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 

My question relates to potato marketing in Western Australia and a report commissioned by the Potato 
Marketing Corporation of Western Australia into the WA ware potato supply chain. 
(1) In the interests of potato growers and consumers, will the minister table the report in this house; and, if 

not, why not? 

(2) Is the reason that the minister is reluctant to release the report because it contains suggestions of fraud 
being practised on growers by the current restrictive arrangements? 

(3) Why has Patane Produce had to go to the Supreme Court to fight the Potato Marketing Corporation in 
order to sell its own potatoes? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

Thanks, Leader of the Opposition, for the question. 

(1)–(3) No doubt the Leader of the Opposition is well aware that the Potato Marketing Corporation engaged in 
a report and got a consultant to do some work for its benefit. It made that decision to have that report 
done—not me. I therefore gave no direction to it to do that. In fact, it may well be something that it is 
obliged to do under the Marketing of Potatoes Act; I am not actually sure of that but I know that the 
corporation was the one that initiated that report. I have had some discussions about and feedback on it. 
The corporation informs me that as an outcome of that report, it wants to get a greater level of 
commercialisation within the activities of the Potato Marketing Corporation and that regulated sector, 
and I support it in its endeavours to do that. I probably would need to take some advice on the capacity 
for that report to be tabled. I suspect it would be at the direction of the PMC, if it chooses to do that. 

Mr M. McGowan: But you’re the minister; it’s the other way round. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It was the one that did an internal report for its own benefit and I think, rightly, it probably 
should have a fair say in how public that report becomes. 

Mr M. McGowan: Section 38 says you are allowed to do whatever you want. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I am actually happy to have a look at that position to see whether the PMC in fact is happy 
about that. It can give me some advice about whether or not that is a good thing and I will make a decision on the 
merits of that. Can I also say that I am not aware of any claim of fraud in respect to the activities of the PMC? 

Mr M. McGowan: Have you read it? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Is the Leader of the Opposition suggesting that there are claims of fraud in its activities? 

Mr M. McGowan: According to The Australian newspaper, there are serious shortcomings and there could be 
the potential for corruption. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Potential for corruption? 

Mr M. McGowan: Why don’t you table it? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The sector — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, you have asked a question and you are getting an answer to it. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Thanks, Mr Speaker. We have a regulated potato industry in Western Australia, and it has 
been there for some time. The PMC has commissioned its own report to look into how it might make itself 
perhaps a little more contemporary in respect to commercialisation. I support it in those endeavours. 

Mr M. McGowan: Have you read it? 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: I actually had a briefing on it, but I do not recall reading the whole report. I certainly had a 
briefing on it and certainly it has been a point of discussion in my office. But I make the point that the Potato 
Marketing Corporation commissioned the report itself; I am happy to have a discussion with it about the notion 
of that being released publicly or not. I will take advice before I make a decision on that. 
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In respect of fraud, I am not aware of any fraudulent behaviour—no-one has raised that issue with me. Certainly 
there are pressures in the supply chain, and depending on who makes representation to me and where they are in 
that supply chain, they think someone else in the supply chain is getting a better deal than them. That is always a 
point of angst within the industry. I also support the corporation, and its chair, in its activities. 

The Leader of the Opposition also raised the issue of Patane Produce. As I understand, Patane made a request to 
have a wash–packing facility; that request was knocked back, and it has taken action in respect to getting 
someone to hear that case. I cannot and will not make any public comment about that because of legal 
implications, but I certainly support the current activities of the Potato Marketing Corporation. I have said 
publicly that while the consumers of Western Australia are getting a fair deal in terms of well-priced quality 
potatoes and I do not see the regulated industry as being a constraint on the growth of the sector, then it will have 
my support. 
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